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said,' Eh bien ! c'est un homme tres agitable que ce Grand
Due.'    ' Mais c'est 1'Empereur, mon cher !'

" It was however in the advanced part of the evening that
I really became intimate with the Czar. I had glided through
all the apartments, and was seated in converse with Count
Strogonoff, when the Emperor appeared, and we were all on
foot. He selected me, and leaning against a pilaster began
a regular conversation, asking me my opinion on various parts
of the country. After I had told him where I had been, he
said, ' Great traveller as I am, you have already seen large
tracts of my country which I have never visited.' He then
got me to open out upon my own hobby, and put me quite at
home ; I ventured on my first endeavour at explanation, by
stating how dearly I was interested in the structure of a
country the whole northern region of which was made up of
strata which I had spent so many years in classifying and
arranging in other parts of Europe ; how their vast scale in
Russia had surprised me, and how they offered evidences which
were wanting in the western countries. We then talked of
coal, and I ventured on a geological lecture in order to ex-
plain where coal would not be found, the uses of our science,
etc. I ushered it in by saying that I was certain that his
Majesty liked to know the truth, and my honest opinion, and
he instantly said, 'Surtout, parlez franchement.' Having
given him the Silurian reasons against any coal deposits
worthy of the name in any of the very ancient rocks on which
his metropolis was situated, and a general view of the ABC,
to all of which he listened most attentively, I then comforted
him about the great coal-field of the Donetz, in Southern
Eussia, to which I was destined to go. ' Coal,' I said, 'was to be
looked for in the south, and not in the north, which seemed
